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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

amed for its magnificent landscapes and spectacular 
Victoria Falls, Zambia is poised to make a splash in the 
oil and gas sector as leading international companies 

rush to the landlocked country in search of potentially lucrative 
oil exploration opportunities.

With a wealth of natural resources such as copper, cobalt, 
and manganese generating huge revenues for the ambitious 
country of 12 million people, the 2007 discovery of oil and gas 
residues has sparked a cascade of interest from foreign firms 
looking to strike it rich.

In order to ensure that the country makes the most of these 
expected oil and gas reserves, Zambian President Rupiah Banda 
has appointed a special ministerial committee to oversee the 
issuing of licenses for 23 exploration blocks situated in the 
northwestern, western, southern, and eastern provinces.

Interested parties have until June 30th, 2010 to submit bids 
for the blocks, with government officials anticipating a wave of 
interest from major industry players, as witnessed during the 
first round of licensing in early November 2009 when permits 
were issued for 11 exploration blocks.

The Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development is the 
government department given responsibility for developing this 
emerging oil and gas sector in a country that has traditionally 
relied on its huge deposits of metals and other precious 

minerals to buoy the economy. “While we are diversifying 
our economy and moving into sectors such as tourism and 
agriculture, mining will continue to play a significant role in 
Zambia and will help finance this diversification,” says Maxwell 
Mwale, Minister of Mines and Minerals Development. 

“We have every chance of finding petroleum in Zambia. Our 
neighbor, Angola, has onshore reserves, and we are therefore 
very optimistic these exploration projects will have a positive 
outcome. We have identified a number of potential sites for 
oil and gas reserves, and at this stage are inviting investors to 
carry out detailed geological explorations.”

As part of its Vision 2030 socioeconomic development plan, 
and following amendments to the Petroleum Act in 2008, 

international oil and gas companies will be expected to train 
and hire local workers and comply with strict environmental 
laws and tough health and safety regulations.

In addition, the government has pledged to establish a state-
owned oil enterprise that will regulate activities throughout the 
industry and ensure that all rules and protocols are adhered to.

Safe and Investor-Friendly
While Zambia is fully committed to the development of value-
added activities across the board, Minister Mwale explains that 
mining will remain the driver for better infrastructure, with 
the fledging oil and gas sector also playing a key role in the 
country’s emergence on the global stage. 

Investors will be able to take advantage of a wide range of 
tax breaks and government concessions, and can rest assured 
they are investing in one of the safest countries in the region. 

“We offer many incentives to investors, but political stability 
is our biggest draw,” Minister Mwale explains. “Moreover, 
we are reducing the cost of doing business in Zambia and 
streamlining the licensing process.”

This optimistic outlook for the mining industry and the 
general economy is shared by Mwale’s ministerial colleague 
Godwin Beene, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Mines 
and Minerals Development.

“When you take the mining history of Zambia and add oil 
and gas, you have a very exciting scenario,” Beene states. “We 
are very pleased with the amount of interest generated by our 
oil exploration blocks because this is virgin territory. 

“Seven companies have been awarded exploration rights 
so far, and we are very confident about our prospects due to 
the amount of interest that leading prospectors have shown 
in Zambia. The Zambian companies involved must take credit 
because these ventures are strongly backed by the best 
professionals in the industry. They bring to the table years of 
experience in oil and gas that is invaluable.”

Beene emphasizes that “Zambia has come a long way with 
regard to investment,” and that now is the ideal time for 
foreign investors to launch operations there. 

“We have a strong legal framework in place and there has 
never been a better time to do business in our country,” he 
says. “Our message to investors is that you are welcome in 
Zambia. The government has put in place a series of policies to 
protect you and your investment.”  l
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ZAMBIA
One of Africa’s most mineral-rich nations, Zambia 
is now inviting bids for oil exploration projects.

“Our strong legal framework and 
policies protect foreign investors.”

Godwin Beene, Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Mines 
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growing tourism industry. Nearly 90% 
of visitors come to observe or interact 
with lions, leopards, elephants, giraffes, 
rhinos, and countless other iconic species. 
A quarter of the country is now protected 
and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Tourism is tasked with the challenge of 
balancing preservation and tourism.

“We want to preserve our natural 
resources, but, at the same time, do 
business that will not harm our land 
and wildlife,” says Minister of Natural 
Resources and Tourism, Shamsa 
Mwangunga. “We don’t want to 
overbuild in our national parks and we 
don’t want cheap prices that will invite 
too many people to these areas. One way 
or another, crowds pollute.” 

Protected areas include a vast network 
of national parks, game reserves, and 
botanical parks, as well as the unique 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area, where 
the Masai tribe intermingles with the 
largest concentration of mammals on the 
planet. Tanzania is a regional leader in 
protection, diversity, and the remoteness 

of wildlife resources.
To meet the projected increase 

in demand, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism openly invites 
investors to explore possibilities in 
eco-lodges, beach resorts (Tanzania’s 
800 km of white sand coast is all but 
untouched), hotels, and innovative safari 
operations. The appeal of watching 
a rare tree-climbing lion in its natural 
setting sets Tanzanian safari experiences 
apart, for example, while the Great 
Migration, a movement of nearly two 
million herbivores, takes place annually 

to the delight of nature enthusiasts in the 
Serengeti and northern plains. 

A crucial revenue stream for the 
tourist industry comes from “traditional 
safaris”, a euphemism for big game 
hunting expeditions, with trophy 
hunting in Tanzania creating crucial 
financial incentives for the preservation 
of wilderness areas and the animals that 
inhabit them. “Hunting has been the only 
way we have been able to protect wildlife 
in the most remote areas of the country,” 
says Erasmus Tarimo, director of the 
ministry’s Wildlife Division and a life-long 
conservation advocate.

Communities are empowered with 
participation in Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs), rural districts where 
citizens learn the value of habitats and 
animals. While government income 
typically surpasses $10 million, the cash 
and employment benefits for those in the 
hunting industry are direct and hard to 
gauge. “WMAs also retain about 60% 
of the trophy fees—and that’s not small 
money,” Tarimo adds. 

To visit Tanzania, a local adage goes, is 
to experience all of Africa.  l
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Tanzania Investment Centre 
 Shaaban Robert Street, P.O Box 938

 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
 Tel: (+255)-22-2116328-32
 Fax: (+255)-22-2118253

 Email: www.tic.co.tz

Azikiwe Street
CRDB Head Office Building
7th Floor, Dar es Salaam
P.O. BOX: 7833, Tanzania
Tel: +255 22 212 2489 
Fax: +255 22 212 2449 
info@competition.or.tz 
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NSSF Nyerere Tower, 6TH Floor
Junction of Bibi Titi &

Morogoro Road, PO Box 77063
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Tel: +255 22 213 5990
Fax: +255 22 212 1333
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Said Salim Bakhresa & Co. Ltd. has supported 
sports—from youth to pro teams.

Trauma Centre is the first to bring 
international class health care to Tanzania.

African Medical Investment
Trauma Centre and Well Woman Clinic

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Tel: +255 22 260 2500

doc@amipl.net   www.amiplc.com

African Medical Investment

  
MINISTRY OF MINES AND MINERALS DEVELOPMENT

Invitation for bids
Following the successful round of bidding on November 6th 2009, the Ministry of Mines 
and Minerals Development is now offering another 23 blocks for oil and gas exploration.

1.	 The Government of the Republic of Zambia through the Ministry of Mines and Minerals 
Development in accordance with the Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Act 2008, invites 
sealed bids for petroleum exploration licensing round for 23 blocks in the North Western, Western, 
Southern, Eastern, Luapula and Northern Provinces of Zambia.

2.	 The bidder must be able to demonstrate a proven ability to raise the necessary funds, assets, machi-
nery, equipment, tools and technical expertise to explore for, produce, sell and dispose of petroleum in 
an environmentally sustainable manner. 

3.	 A complete Data Package in English should be purchased by interested bidders from the Director, 
Geological Survey Department, Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development, Corner of Govern-
ment and Nationalists Roads, P.O.  Box 31969, Lusaka upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
US$10,000 (or Zambian Kwacha equivalent). Some of the data may be purchased electronically by 
e-mail at the Geological Survey Department.  

4.	 Bids in one original and three copies enclosed in sealed plain envelopes accompanied by a 
non-refundable application fee of US$10,000 (or Zambian Kwacha equivalent) per block must be 
delivered by courier to be deposited in the Tender Box located at the Ministry of Mines and Minerals 
Development, 14th Floor, New Government Complex, Independence Avenue, P. O. Box 31969, Lusaka, 
Zambia by 30th of June 2010. Electronic, telex and telefax offers and late bids shall not be accepted 
irrespective of circumstances.    

5.	 All bids shall be opened in public at the Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development, Conference 
Room situated on the 14th Floor, New Government Complex, Independence Avenue, P.O. Box 31969, 
Lusaka, Zambia immediately thereafter.  Bidders and/or their representatives who choose to attend the 
tender opening are free to do so.

For further information and clarifications contact:
The Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development
P.O. Box 31969, LUSAKA, ZAMBIA

Attention: Director, Geological Survey Department
Telefax No.: +260 (211) 251557 Telephone No.: +260 (211) 250174, 

Email: seismic@coppernet.zm · gsd@zamnet.zm · Website: www.zambiageosurvey.gov.zm

Dr. Godwin M. Beene
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development

A very  
important date  

for all companies in the 
oil and gas exploration 
industry, deadline day  

for bidding in one of 
Africa’s most lucrative 

exploration projects

THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA




